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Port Sunlight Gazette  
Issue No. 30 - Summer 2022 
 
In this issue:  
• Jubilee celebrations 
• The Road Race is back!  
• Glorious gardening 
• Summer fun in Port Sunlight 
• Remembering the open-air swimming pool 

 
A large print version of The Gazette is available upon request - 
contact the PSVT office on 0151 644 4800. Alternatively, 
download and print a text-only version - find it in the news 
section of the PSVT website. 
 
Essential Guide to the Road Race inside. Want to find out 
more? Attend one of our hybrid information session on 6th 
June. 
 
 
An update from Paul Harris, Chief Executive of Port 
Sunlight Village Trust   
 
Welcome to the bumper events edition of the Port Sunlight 
Gazette! Inside you’ll find a treasury of events and activities to 
get involved in, from now right through to late summer. 
 
The Jubilee celebrations are swiftly followed (depending on 
how quick a runner you are) by the welcome return of the Port 
Sunlight Road Race. Your 'Essential Guide' to the day can be 
found on page 6. It is important that all village residents know 
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about the plans so please have a read and pop into one of our 
drop-in sessions if you have questions. The race is always a 
highlight in our summer events calendar, and I can’t wait for the 
village to once again be filled with runners and spectators. It is 
yet another wonderful example of our village working together 
to make a successful event, year on year; from the residents 
and village businesses to Unilever Port Sunlight sponsoring the 
event.  
 
Then we have a veritable cornucopia of activities for the green 
fingered amongst you, including yet another village institution, 
the annual Gardening Competition. Throw in outdoor theatre, 
the centenary of the Lady Lever Art Gallery in December 
(details to follow in the next edition), the Liverpool Architecture 
Festival and the return of walking tours and there’s truly an 
event for everyone this summer.   
 
We are also delighted to be hosting the pandemic-delayed 
annual conferences of Museum Development UK and the 
Association of Independent Museums on 15-17th June. Hulme 
Hall will be the hub but delegates will also spend time exploring 
the village, visiting Unilever Archives, and being entertained at 
the Lady Lever Art Gallery and Leverhulme Hotel. Members of 
the PSVT team will be speaking at the events which will 
welcome around 300 museum and heritage professionals. 
 
I should also say ‘thank you’ to everyone who got involved in 
our Easter events. The Easter Trail was a complete sell out and 
it has really driven home to us how important such events are 
for local families. 
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On a slightly different note, we're proud to be working with the 
University of Manchester on the Knowledge Transfer 
Partnership outlined below. This is an important piece of work 
and I hope that you feel able to engage with us on it. 
 
Also, the first phase of our recruitment drive has been 
successful and we are looking forward to introducing new 
members of the team in the next edition of the Gazette. We 
have recently opened the second phase (phase three will follow 
shortly) and are now looking for a HR Officer, Visitor Team 
Supervisor, Customer Services Administrator and Finance 
Assistant. For more information visit the Jobs & Volunteering 
page on the PSVT website - portsunlightvillage.com/about-
psvt/jobs-and-volunteering/. Finally, we have recently said 
‘goodbye’ to Kate Rosenthal (Business Development Officer), 
Roisin Cain (Housing Officer), and Camella Cotton (Visitor 
Services Team Leader) – good luck to you all. 
 
Paul Harris, Chief Executive, Port Sunlight Village Trust 
 
 
Finger pointin’ good!  
 
As you've walked around the village, you may have noticed 
improvements to the conditions of signs and notice boards, and 
out-of-date signage being replaced. 
 
The next phase of the project is to address the ‘Welcome to 
Port Sunlight’ signs dotted around the village perimeter. The 
black metal sign holders have been repainted but some of the 
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frames are missing their internal signage boards, and those 
that remain are looking a little worn. In the next few weeks, the 
replacement signage will be installed, with a new ‘Welcome to 
Port Sunlight’ message in the upper section of the sign, and 
(where present) a direction sign in the lower section. The aim is 
to have smart, unified signage providing a warm welcome to 
the village very soon.  
 
 
Fancy winning £1,000? 
 
Play the Port Sunlight Lottery and be in with a chance of 
winning one of 30 cash prizes every week.  
 
For just £2/week you will be entered into the weekly draw, plus 
an additional entry into the annual grand draw with a jackpot of 
£10,000. To play visit 
https://giantcashbonanza.online/portsunlight/ 
You can play up to six lines each week and can pay monthly, 
quarterly, half-yearly or yearly. You must be 16 years of age or 
older to take part. 
 
And if you sign up in June and you’ll be entered into an 
exclusive draw for a ‘Port Sunlight Hamper of Goodies’.  
 
The Port Sunlight Lottery is administered by Giant Cash 
Bonanza. All of the money paid by you will, after the deduction 
of prize money and reasonable administration expenses, be 
invested back into the village, and will help support the delivery 
of special community and heritage projects. If you have any 
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questions please contact Sarah Preston at 
s.preston@portsunlightvillage.com or on 0151 644 4802. 
 
 
The dark side of Lever’s legacy 
 
We’re delighted to announce that Matthew Bridson is joining 
our Heritage Team at PSVT. He will be in the village from June 
and tasked with encouraging conversations between PSVT, the 
village and our visitors about William Lever’s business 
operations in the Belgian Congo during the early 20th century. 
As you may be aware, concerns have been expressed that this 
aspect of Lever Brothers’ history, and the company’s links to 
racism, slavery and colonialism, are not taken seriously at Port 
Sunlight, with the Leverhulme Memorial singled out for 
particular criticism. Matthew’s job will be to ensure that we are 
all given time and space to discuss these issues and to share 
new research as it emerges. His projects will mean that, 
collectively, we are able to talk confidently about our past, warts 
and all, and to ensure that the stories we tell about Port 
Sunlight and our founder are an honest reflection of the facts. 

Matthew’s role is supported by a Knowledge Transfer 
Partnership between PSVT and the Institute for Cultural 
Practices at the University of Manchester. He will work on four 
pilot projects with an academic team – Dr Kostas Arvanitis, Dr 
Andy Hardman and Dr Emma Martin – who all specialise in 
research on heritage, museums and their audiences. Andy from 
the academic team told us:  

“We’re really looking forward to working with Port Sunlight, its 
staff, residents and visitors over the next 18 months. Port 
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Sunlight is such a special place with fascinating origins, and the 
conversations that Matthew will be starting are going to ensure 
that the village continues to be an attractive place to live, work 
and visit”. 

 
 
Ready, set, run!!! (or walk…) 
 
What has to be one of the most picturesque road races in 
Britain is returning to Port Sunlight after a three-year break. On 
Sunday 12th June runners are expected to take to our leafy 
village streets to follow the 5k and/or the 10k routes of the 2022 
Port Sunlight Road Race. And this year we’re introducing a new 
dual 15k challenge – run both races consecutively. 
 
The fun kicks off at 10am when the 5k runners set off, followed 
by the 10k runners at 11am. The races both start and finish on 
Museum Green, next to Port Sunlight Museum, which provides 
a fantastic backdrop for the event. Once the 10K has finished, 
it’s time for the youngsters to show what they can do with a 1k 
Fun Run in the heart of the village. Last time, 300 budding 
athletes took part and had a great time. 
 
If you’ve not entered yet, but fancy the challenge and one of the 
rather fab finishers’ medals, there’s still time. The 5k, 10k and 
15k races can be entered via the BTR website - 
btrliverpool.com/port-sunlight-event  Registration for the 1k Fun 
Run is on the day at BTR’s tent on Museum Green. 
 
And if you are not running, please cheer on those who are – it 
really does make a difference and creates a great atmosphere. 
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There will be food and drink concessions to keep both 
supporters and runners fuelled up. 
 
Also, we are very pleased to announce that Unilever Port 
Sunlight is sponsoring the race day for the seventh consecutive 
year. Thank you! 
 
Car parking and access requirements 
As in previous years, road closures will be in effect from 
7:30am to 2pm on race day. See the map and accompanying 
information on page 5 for details. We encourage all those 
attending the event to travel via public transport although there 
will be some car parks open around the edge of the village on 
the day. 
 
If you are a village resident or business and have questions 
about road closures you’ll be pleased to hear that we are 
running drop-in sessions on Monday 6th June at 2pm and 6pm 
at the Church Hall to help answer your queries (you can also 
attend virtually via Zoom). We are particularly anxious to hear 
from and assist residents with carers (or their neighbours if they 
cannot attend the drop-in) who will need to gain access to 
homes on race day. If you cannot attend either session contact 
Sarah Preston on 0151 644 4800 or a 
s.preston@portsunlightvillage.com who will be happy to answer 
your questions or provide a Zoom link. 
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PLEASE REMOVE YOUR VEHICLE FROM THE EVENT 
AREA BEFORE 7:30AM ON 12TH JUNE. 
Should you require access in or out of the village during the 
event, please park in areas outside the course or use car parks 
2 or 3 (labelled on the map). 
 
RESIDENT INFORMATION  
There will be an extensive traffic management plan in place on 
race day to ensure minimum disruption for residents and 
maximum safety for runners. Be advised that all runners have 
been directed to park outside of the village and we would 
request that all residents familiarise themselves with and 
adhere to the following arrangements within the village. 
 
Significant road closures will be in effect across the village from 
8am-1pm which have been authorised by Wirral Borough 
Council and local services. There can be no movement of 
vehicles on the road race route (marked in yellow on the map) 
during these times, except in the case of an emergency.  
 
PLEASE REMOVE YOUR VEHICLE FROM THE EVENT 
AREA PRIOR TO 8AM ON 12TH JUNE. 
Should you require access in and out of the village during the 
event, please park in areas outside of the course or use car 
parks 2 or 3  (labelled on the map). 
If you do not wish to move your vehicle during the event, please 
use the table to identify suitable parking areas. Please note, 
you may still use rear service roads. ALL ROADS AFFECTED 
WILL REOPEN AT APPROXIMATELY 2pm 
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Jubilee celebrations  
 
PSVT is throwing a party and you are invited! Join us on 
Sunday 5th June to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee. Our live music stage will feature The Port 
Sunlight Sea Dogs, The Get Back Beats and The Swing Era 
Jazz Band. We’re also holding a big picnic on Museum Green – 
why not bring your best china and silverware? Or indulge in 
yummy street food from one of the concessions. You’ll also find 
vintage rides and stalls, and a mobile bar. This is an event for 
the whole family and runs from 12 noon until 6pm.    
 
Many thanks to National Lottery Community Fund which is 
making this event possible, and to Port Sunlight’s residents, 
societies and businesses who have been instrumental in 
planning and presenting this event - from making bunting to 
volunteering on the day.  
 
Best dressed house competition 
Are you decorating your house to mark the Jubilee? If so you 
are in with a chance of winning our Best dressed house 
competition. You can be as creative as you want – just make 
sure your home is looking its best by Thursday 2nd June. First, 
second and third places will be announced on Monday 6th, with 
the winner receiving a £200 gift card courtesy of Port Sunlight 
Garden Centre. 
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Relive the past at the Lady Lever  
Also on the day, National Museums Liverpool is displaying its 
new ‘House of Memories On The Road’ touring mobile cinema 
outside Lady Lever Art Gallery. This 30m2 mobile museum 
opens up into an immersive cinema and activity space and has 
been designed to create memorable experiences for vulnerable 
and socially isolated people and those living with dementia. On 
Sunday 5th June it will show a commemorative film about the 
Queen, her Coronation and Jubilees gone by. 
 
 
Queenly connections  
Do you have something special planned for the Platinum 
Jubilee? If so, PSVT wants to hear from you. We are keen to 
acquire objects for Port Sunlight Museum’s collection to help us 
record how our community celebrates special occasions. 
Whether it’s a poem, artwork, photograph or something else 
contact PSVT’s Heritage Manager, Catherine Downey, at 
c.downey@portsunlightvillage.com or on 0151 644 4800. We’ll 
be featuring these memories, along with memories of Her 
Majesty’s visits to Port Sunlight in 1957 and 1988, in a special 
edition of The Gazette later in the summer. 
 
Commemorative tree planting 
Before the Bank Holiday weekend celebrations kick off, PSVT 
will plant a special Queen Elizabeth acer tree to mark the 
Jubilee. On 1st June, the tree will be planted on Museum Green 
by Caroline Everett – daughter of former Unilever works 
manager, John Taylor. Along with her sister, Caroline 
presented a posy of flowers to the Queen during her visit to 
Port Sunlight in 1988 - the village’s centenary year. Look out for 
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the tree and commemorative plaque soon. 
 
Jubilee portrait competition 
Oak Trees Multi-Academy Trust (of which Church Drive 
Primary School is part) is celebrating the Platinum Jubilee by 
challenging its pupils to create a portrait of the Queen. Each 
school will select their eight best pictures to be part of a special 
display in the Lady Lever Art Gallery, running until 12th June. 
All of the entries will be exhibited on the railings of Church 
Drive Primary School. We can’t wait to see them!  
 
 
Summer events in Port Sunlight 
 
Our events calendar is being added to all the time, and will 
soon include weekly family activities in August. Keep an eye on 
the What’s On page on PSVT’s website 
https://www.portsunlightvillage.com/whats-on/ 
 
Nature detectives  
Make your own Platinum Jubilee-inspired nature crown, taking 
inspiration from Port Sunlight’s green spaces. Then embark on 
a quest to solve the clues in our nature-themed ‘Eye Spy Trail’ 
around the Dell. 
When: Wednesday 1st June at 10am-12 noon and 1-3pm  
Where: The Dell 
Entry: No pre-booking required. Entry is £3 per child (cash only) 
Suitability: 3-8 years 
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Liverpool Architecture Festival  
Join our tour of Port Sunlight and explore how this heritage 
environment has both changed and remained the same over 
the years. The tour is delivered by PSVT and architects 
Paddock Johnson Partnership for the 2022 Liverpool 
Architecture Festival. 
When: 11am on Saturday 11th June  
Where: Port Sunlight Museum 
Entry: Pre-booking is essential via www.laf-uk.com 
Suitability: 18+ 
 
Summer walking tours  
Join our knowledgeable guides for a special 90-minute walking 
tour around Port Sunlight and discover the fascinating story of a 
village built on soap. Unlock the meaning behind the diverse 
architecture and hear the stories of village life. 
When: 11.30am on Wednesday - Sunday, then 11.30am and 
2pm from 1st June – 31st August 
Where: Port Sunlight Museum 
Entry: Adults £7, concessions £6 and children £4. Book via Port 
Sunlight Museum, 0151 644 6466 or 
info@portsunlightvillage.com 
Suitability: All 
 
Theatre in the Dell 
Folksy Theatre returns with two great performances in the 
atmospheric setting of the Dell.  
• Alice in Wonderland - Sunday 14th August at 2pm 
Tickets: https://folksytheatre.co.uk/alice-in-wonderland-
dates-venues/  
• Much Ado About Nothing - Saturday 20th August at 7pm 
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Tickets: https://folksytheatre.co.uk/much-ado-about-nothing/  
 
Foodie Feast Port Sunlight  
Indulge your taste buds at a host of yummy concessions 
serving sweet and savoury treats. 
When: Saturday 27th August at 11am – 3.30pm 
Where: Museum Green  
Entry: Free  
Suitability: All 
 
  
Get gardening! 
 
Micro gardening  
A beginner’s guide to growing nutritious microgreens indoors. 
Follow step-by-step instructions and pick up tips.  
When: Saturday 2nd August at 10-11am  
Where: Port Sunlight Community Allotment 
Entry: Booking essential. Please call or text Claire on 07592 
035923. Entry by donation. 
 
Personalise your own gardening apron 
Choose from a selection of fabric paints and textile prints to 
personalise pre-made gardening aprons in this workshop. 
When: Wednesday 6th July at 6-7.30pm 
Where: Port Sunlight Church Hall 
Entry: Booking essential. Please call or text Claire on 07592 
035923. Entry by donation. 
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Wild floral chandelier 
Create your own unique floral chandelier out of natural 
materials. Perfect for outdoor dining or hanging under a 
gazebo.  
When: Tuesday 12th July at 2-3.30pm 
Where: Port Sunlight Community Allotment 
Entry: Booking essential. Please call or text Claire on 07592 
035923. Entry by donation. 
 
Gardening for wildlife - make and take day 
Drop in and see us on Museum Green where we will show you 
some of the ways you can attract wildlife to your garden - from 
bug hotels to seed bombs and more.  
When: Friday 12th August 10.30am-1.30pm 
Where: Port Sunlight Museum Green 
Entry by donation - no booking required  
 
Sunset yoga in the Dell 
Unwind with a led yoga session in the calm setting of the Dell. 
Suitable for complete beginners.  
When: Monday 18th & 25th July, 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd August 
at 6.30-7.30pm 
Where: The Dell 
Entry: Booking essential. Please call or text Claire on 07592 
035923. Entry by donation. 
 
 
Community allotment update 
Our allotment took a huge blow during the storms last year. The 
greenhouse was destroyed and our team of community 
volunteers was left feeling deflated. However, thanks to funds 
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from PSVT’s community engagement activity programme 
budget, a new glass greenhouse was purchased and installed 
in the spring, and as we head into the growing season it’s 
proving to be a great addition to the plot. Already the group is 
seeing shoots of lettuce, pak choi, sunflowers, courgettes, 
pumpkins, leeks, beans, peas, beetroot and radishes emerge. 
Outside, the potatoes we put in at the start of the year are 
coming up nicely and it won’t be long before we’re able to dig 
them up.  
 
If you would like to come and join us on the community plot you 
will find us there, every Monday from 10.30am-12.30pm. We’re 
a small, friendly group of local men and women who are keen 
to learn from each other. No gardening experience is 
necessary.  
 
 
Annual Garden Competition 
It’s that time of year again - our annual Garden Competition. 
Every year, this village institution gives us an opportunity to 
applaud the dedicated members of our community who help 
make Port Sunlight such a beautiful place. Last year it was 
particularly good to see so many new names winning prizes. 
The standard of horticulture is expected to be very high again 
this time round!   
 
How to take part  
All residents are automatically entered into the competition, 
irrespective of the size of their floral display. This year’s judging 
will take place during the last week of July and the first week of 
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August, so be sure to have everything looking resplendent for 
that fortnight.   
 
First, second and highly commended places are selected for 
each category which are:  
• Best hanging basket  
• Best front border or container 
• Best allotment 
• Best community garden  
• Best overall display 

 
Back by popular demand is the ‘People’s Choice’ award where 
you, the public, have the opportunity to nominate your favourite 
floral display in Port Sunlight. Pick up a nomination form from 
Port Sunlight Museum or from the PSVT website from 1st July. 
Entries will close on 28th August at 5pm, with all winners and 
runners up contacted by post in September and invited to the 
awards ceremony later in the year.  
Good luck! 
 
A special ‘thank you’ to our gardeners from, Lis, a village 
resident 
“Last week, village gardeners spent several days tidying up the 
land between Windy Bank and Queen Mary’s Drive. It was a 
backbreaking task but carried out with their usual good humour. 
The result is spectacular, having uncovered some rather 
beautiful shrubs that had got covered up. The work that has 
been done following lockdown is nothing short of amazing, the 
gardens and borders prompting many positive comments from 
residents and visitors alike. The lawns and greens are 
immaculate. 
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I moved to the village almost ten years ago having been 
recently widowed. Working full time, life had become very 
different. I had a rather grumpy Jack Russell foisted on me 
which meant I had to get out and discover the village. Naturally, 
the first person I met was Nicky [one of our gardeners]. My 
naughty dog adored her and over the years we have become 
friends. I quickly met the rest of the team; their cheery ‘good 
mornings’ helped me to adapt to village life and made me feel I 
had found ‘home’. 
 
Several years passed and I was diagnosed with cancer. Again, 
it was the gardening team that quietly pushed me to keep 
going. Offers of help and walking the dog became 
commonplace and certainly gave my family a sense of relief 
that I was well looked-after when they weren’t there. 
 
During the COVID crisis we lost one of our much loved 
neighbours. We could only pay our respects en route and 
outside the church. Gladys would have been thrilled to see her 
“darling boys and girls” lining the route. A lovely tribute you all 
gave her, providing much comfort to her family and friends. 
 
My only criticism of the team is their constant use of “we’re only 
the gardeners”. Together you form ‘the beating heart of the 
village’. You are all much appreciated and held with very 
genuine affection 
Thank you!”  
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Village news 
 
Anyone for tennis? 
Established 125 years ago, Port Sunlight Lawn Tennis Club is 
one of the oldest tennis clubs in the country and is celebrating a 
special anniversary in this Jubilee year. The Port Sunlight Lawn 
Tennis and Croquet Club was first mentioned at a special 
meeting of the Port Sunlight Village Council on May 3rd 1897, 
where it was decided to form a tennis club for Lever Brothers 
employees and their families. The club affiliated to the Lawn 
Tennis Association in 1908.  
 
The first club courts were on Bolton Road, where the bowling 
greens are now situated. Today the courts can be found in a 
lovely woodland setting in Bromborough. The club is open to all 
who want to play tennis, whether league / social tennis or 
simply to improve their game or have fun with the family. Staff 
offer various coaching sessions for kids and adults. Adult 
coaching and cardio are open to non-members and are a good 
fun form of exercise.  
 
To celebrate its 125th special anniversary, the club will be 
holding a series of public events. Why not go along and see if 
you’re interested in joining? Details are at 
www.facebook.com/PortSunlightLTC  and 
https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/PortSunlightLTC  
Alternatively contact the Club Secretary - 
andrew.atkinson@hotmail.co.uk – or Head Coach, Bill Connell 
07710103086. 
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Sunlight Stitchers 
The group is creating a special yarn bombing installation to 
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. You will be able to see 
it from the first week of June on an object near the Causeway 
and King George’s Drive…  
 
 
Get ready, cos here they come! 
 
Get ready for a summer of music at the Gladstone Theatre. 
Book your tickets now via the Box Office on 0151 643 8757 or 
www.gladstonetheatre.org.uk  
 
The Darkside of Pink Floyd - Saturday 23rd July at 7:30pm  
Darkside of Pink Floyd wows audiences with fantastic light 
shows and passionate performances which have seen the band 
as regulars at the world’s biggest and best tribute festivals. A 
must for Floyd Fans. 
 
Two Pianos - Saturday 3rd September at 7:30pm  
Following their outstanding foot-stomping performance in 2019, 
Dave and Al are back with a new show as they battle it out to 
deliver the best rock ‘n’ roll piano experience you’ll see! 
Featuring hits from Jerry Lee Lewis, Ray Charles, Chuck Berry, 
Buddy Holly and more. They’ll have you dancing in the aisles! 
 
American Four Tops: Motown Show – Friday 9th September 
at 7:30pm  
Get ready ‘cos here they come! Direct from the USA, American 
Four Tops bring sweet soul music and Motown magic to life 
with powerful vocals, splendid harmonies and high-steppin’ 
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dance routines! Journey through the hits of the Four Tops along 
with classics from the Temptations, Marvin Gaye, Smokey 
Robinson and many more soul legends. You’ll be dancing all 
night long!  
 
 
Hulme Hall updates 
 
There are some slight changes to previously advertised events 
at Hulme Hall this year – the latest dates and times are shown 
here. Refreshments are available at all fairs. 
 

Flea Markets 
Doors open 

9:30am 

Antiques Fairs 
Doors open 

9:30am 

Craft & Gift Fairs 
Doors open 10am 

Sunday June 5th   
Sunday July 3rd Sunday July 17th  

Sunday August 7th Sunday August 
21st 

Monday August 
29th 

Sunday September 
23rd 

Sunday September 
18th 

Sunday September 
25th 

Sunday October 
2nd 

Sunday October 
16th 

 

Sunday November 
6th 

  

Sunday December 
11th 
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Come to Christ Church 
 
The team at Christ Church extends a very warm welcome to all 
visitors! Sunday morning services are at 10:30am each week 
and afternoon services at 3pm on the third Sunday of the 
month. If you're just having a look or are seeking a quite space, 
Christ Church welcomes visitors Monday to Friday 11am - 4pm 
and will be open until at least the end of September. The 
Church Opening Stewards will be there to give you a warm, 
friendly welcome and to answer any questions you might have 
about the building, its founder and the denomination of the 
United Reformed Church. For more information speak to the 
Minister, Val Young or any of the Elders.  
 
Cornish cream teas 
Fancy a creamy treat for Jubilee weekend? Christ Church will 
be serving cream teas on Friday 3rd June at 1-4pm, and again 
on Monday 29th August at the same time. Pop in for freshly-
made scones in the relaxed surroundings of Christ Church.  
 
Get messy!!!! 
Are you looking for crafts, Bible stories and a lot of messy fun 
for your children? If so, visit Christ Church in Port Sunlight for 
just that. Sessions run 10-11:30am on Saturday 11th June, 3rd 
July and 3rd September, so come along and prepare to get 
messy!! 
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Defibrillator thank you!  
 
You may have seen in the last edition of The Gazette that we 
mentioned a defibrillator has been sited outside the bowling 
club on Bolton Road. Obviously this is a great asset for the 
village and its residents – one that we will hopefully never have 
to use. Thanks go to the several lodges of the Cheshire 
Freemasonry who originally donated the machine to Hulme Hall 
but who have since given the go-ahead for it to be moved to a 
more public position. Thank you all for your generosity. 
 
 

Port Sunlight’s Open-Air Swimming Pool 

James Hayes, PSVT’s Collections Officer, describes a still-
remembered Port Sunlight landmark.  

Old photographs can reveal much about the physical 
appearance of Port Sunlight but can’t capture the sounds once 
heard around the village. One of the most recognisable was 
probably the excited shrieks from the southern corner of The 
Causeway and Queen Mary’s Drive where Port Sunlight’s 
open-air swimming pool was located. 

In June 1901, Lower Bebington Urban District Council 
approved Lever Brothers Ltd’s plans for an open-air swimming 
pool on the site now occupied by Port Sunlight Garden Centre. 
Warrington architects, William Owen and his son Segar, 
designed the facility (Owen being a close friend of William 
Lever and the first architect employed at Port Sunlight).  
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Proper village swimming facilities were welcomed, as residents 
had previously journeyed to outlying districts to enjoy a swim. 
They also provided a safe environment and gave novices the 
opportunity to learn to swim properly; drowning fatalities in 
disused quarries and nearby docks often appeared in the local 
press.  

The baths were officially opened on 5th July by Lord Stanmore, 
one of the most distinguished British colonial administrators of 
the late 19th century. He regarded the pool as a ‘splendid sign 
of the continued progress in the improvement of the general 
conditions of living in England’. In his own speech, Lever 
declared that swimming was the one sport that everybody 
should cultivate, for no one knew when they might be called to 
exercise it in saving a life. Lever also believed that the pool 
would boost his factory’s productivity by improving his 
employees’ health and fitness, stating that his workers ‘would 
improve as human machines - to put it on that footing - by more 
than fifty shillings’ worth of work a week’.  

The pool - the first open-air swimming baths on the Wirral - was 
oval-shaped and measured 100 feet by 75 feet at the widest 
point. Green glazed tiles covered the sides and bottom, while 
around 225 gallons of warm recycled water (over 1,000 litres) 
were piped to fill the pool from the soap factory.  

In April 1902, the Port Sunlight Swimming and Life Saving 
Society was established. Within a short time, the club had 220 
members, 60 of whom were women. Use of the baths was 
initially segregated but rules were relaxed by 1903 when mixed 
bathing was permitted at certain times. The popularity of the 
pool continued to grow and in 1923 it was reported that nearly 
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15,000 people had used the baths that season (no roof meant 
the pool closed in winter).  

The swimming club’s annual gala became one of the big events 
in the village’s calendar, attracting large crowds and important 
visitors. The pool also became the venue for both swimming 
and water polo matches against neighbouring clubs, with 
members of the club making names for themselves both at 
local and national levels.  

With the outbreak of war in 1939 the swimming pool virtually 
closed down. When peacetime activities resumed, the club’s 
ranks of young member were depleted and adult membership 
went into decline. Nevertheless, the pool continued to attract 
large numbers of lunchtime swimmers from Levers and big 
numbers in sunny weather. However, the passing years and 
rising costs took their toll, leading to the demolition of the pool 
in 1975. Had it survived, the Port Sunlight swimming pool would 
have been 120 years old this year. 

 

Have you got a story for a forthcoming edition of the Port 
Sunlight Gazette? Contact the PSVT office by phone on 0151 
644 4800 or email feedback@portsunlightvillage.com 

Port Sunlight Village Trust 
23 King George’s Drive 
Port Sunlight 
CH62 5DX 
Telephone: 0151 644 4800       Fax: 0151 645 8973 
admin@portsunlightvillage.com 
portsunlightvillage.com 


